7 


: 


“Province of Pennfi joan, is 


Lately Granted re the KING, under the : 
Great Seal of England, to 


WILLIAM PE NN, | 


And his HEIRS and ASSIGNS, © 


ba. LONDON: 
| Printed for Benjamin Clark, in George-Yard in 
Lombard—ftreet, Bookfeller. MDCLX XXII. 


ee 
ie a) 


(ise * 


ie 


A Brief Account of the Pro: 
vince of Pennfilvania; late: 

under the Great Seal. of 
England, to William Penn, 
_ and his Heirs and Affigns, 


S IN CE: (by the good Providence of God, 
ne 


and the Favour of the King). a Country in 
4 America is fallen to my Lot, I thought it — } 
| not lefs my Duty than my honeft Intereft, ey 
| to give fome publick Notice of it to the World, * i 
| that thofe of our own and other Nations..that*are - iG 
inclin’d to. Tranfport theaftives or Families bes :, 
yond the Seas, may find another Country: added oe 
| to their Choice; that if they thall happen to like ee 
the Place, Conditions and Government, (fo far as hae 4 
the prefent Infancy of ‘Things will allow us any 4 
| Profpect) they may, if they pleafe, fix with me 
in the Province hereafter defcribed, oi ae 
I. The King’s Title to this Country before he granted ite 


It is the ‘fus Gentium, or Law of Nations, that 
| whatever wafte or unculted Country is the Difco- 
very of any Prince, it is the Right of that Prince 

| that was at the Charge of the tienes Now 
| this Province isa Member of that Part of America, 
| which the King of England’s Anceftors have been 
| at the Charge of Difcovering, and which they and 
| he have taken great Care to préferve and improve. 
APs ’ I. William 
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Bi. Tle William Penn's Vitle from thé KING. | | 
Ba ae ee AEN LE ES: ihe Lo yoe a a 
(Am Abhné of the PATENT Grunted 
by the KING to William Penn, Ke. the — 
fie fourth of March, 1681. - Ce os. ’ 
pes i {a PR TS) eee 
ee NV and Grant for Us, Our Heirs — 
‘ WV and Succeffours (upon divers Confidera~ 
tions) to William Penn his Heirs and Affigns for 
ever all that Tra of Land in America with alk 
Sy fete thereunto belonging That is to fay from the. 
beginning of the fortieth Degree of North-Latitude — 
| auto the forty third Degree of North Latitude whofe 
:  Eaftern Bounds from Twelve Englith Miles above — 
_ - New-Caitle (alias Delaware Town) runs all along 
¢ upon the Side of Delaware River. der ate 


q 


out of all Harvours Bays Waters Rivers Iles aud 
ulets belonging to or leading to the fame Together J 
“ with the Soyle Fields Woods Underwoods Moun= 
: tains Hills Fenns Iles Lakes Rivers Waters Ri= — 
§- gulets Bays and Inlets Scituate in or belonging unto 
ae the Limits and Bounds aforefaid Together with all — 


» a + TD, Free and undifturb’d Ufe and Pafface into and 


forts of Fifo Mines Metals, &c. To have and to 
hold to the only Beboof of the faid William Penn his . 

Heirs and Afigus for ever To be holden of us as fea 
y our Caftle of Windfor in free and common ‘Soccage 
R paying only two Beaver Skins yearly. ee 
~ TLE. And of our further Grace we have thought it 
fit to ere and we do hereby erect the aforefaid Coun= — 
try and Vfands into a Province & Scigniory avd do — 
eal} it Pennfilvania and fo fron henceforth we wilh 
| pave it called. i 4 
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IV. That -vepofing [pecial Confidence 1 the Wi 
dom and “Fuftice of the faid William Penn, we do 
graut to him and his Heirs and their Deputies for 
the good and happy Government thereof to Ordain and 
Ena and under his and their Seals to publifob any 
Laws whatever for the publick Ufes of the faid Pro~ 
vince by and with the Advice and Approbation o 

| the Freeholders of the faid Country or their Delegates 
| fo as they be not repugnant to the Law of this Realm 


and to the Faith and Allegiance due unto us by the 


, tegal Government thereof and that he aud they may 
| eall the faid Freeholders or Delegates in fuch man- 
| wer as to him and them feemeth bef. . 5 


V. Fall Power to the faid William Penn, &c. to 


| appoint Fudges Lieutenants Fuftices Magiftrates and 
| Officers for what Caufes foever and with what Power 
| andin fuch Form as to hin feems convenient — Alfo 
| to be able to Pardon and Abolifh Crimes and Offences 


and to do.ail and every other thing that to the compleat 


Lfiablifhment of Fuftice unto Courts and Tribuyals 
forms of “Fudicature and manner of proceedings do be 
| tong and our pleafure is and fo we enjoyn and ven 
quire that fuch Laws and Proceedings fhali be mo 
abfolute and available in Law and that all the Liege 
People of us our Heirs and Succeffors inviolably keep 
the fame iu thofe parts faving to us final Appeals. 

| VI. That the Laws for regulating property as wel} 
| for the defcent of Lands as enjoyment of Goods and 
| Chatiels and likewife as to Felonies (ball be the fame 
there as herein England. until they fball be altered by 
the faid William Penn his Heirs or Affigns and by 
the Freemen of the faid Province or their Delegates 
or Deputies or the greater part of them 


VI. Furthermore that this new Colony may the. 


aiore happily encreafe by the multitude of People rem 
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foring thither cherefore we for us our Heirs and Suce 


gs toms due to us, Kc. ie eke 
: UX. Power to divide the Country into Counties — 
Hundreds and Towns, to incorporate Towns into Bur= 
 roughs and Burroughs into Cities, tomake Fairs and 
Markets with convenient Priviledges according to 
¥ _ the merit of the Inhabitants or the fitne/s of the Place, 
@ And to do all other Thing or Things touching the ° 
. Premifes which to the faid William Penn bis p Bais 


f or Afigns hall feem meet and requifite albeit they be 
P ieee Such as of thoiv own Nature might otherwife require 
' a more [pecial Commandment and Warrant, than in — 
| thefe Prefents is expreffed. _ Pas Seal a 
\, A. Liberty to import the Growth or Manufa&ures 
= of that Province into England, paying here the Le~ 
pA gal ‘Ditty. ee = 
i aaa XI. Power to ered Ports Harbours Creeks Ha- 
wens Keys and other Places for Merchandizes, with. 
Such FurifdiFion and Priviledges as tothe faid Wil- 
liam Penn, &c. hall feem expedient. 
ITT. Not to break the Ads of Navigation nein 
sher Governor nor Inhabitants upon the Penalties 
ba) contained in the faid Ads. oe oot ey 
st IIT. Not to be in League with any Prince or - 
H Country that is in War againft Us our Heirs aud 
Succeffors. le 
: XAIV. Power of Safety and Defence in fach Way 
and, Manner as to the faid William Penn, &c.° 
seems uteet. ‘. pins. Ss Vig 


— 


re ba 
XV. Full Power to Afign Alien Grant Demife 
or Enfeoff of the Premifes fo many and fuch Parts 
and Parcels to thofe that are willing to purshafe the 
fame as the faid William Penn thinks fit, 'To have 


“and to hold to them the faid Perfons their Heirs 


or Succeffors in Fee fimple or Fee tail or for Term of 
Life or Lives or Years to be held of the faid Wil- 
liam Penn, &c. as of the faid Scigniory of Wind- 
for by fuch Services Cuftoms and Rents as foalt 


Seem fit to the faid William Penn his Heirs and Af~ — 


figns, and not immediately of Us our Heirs or Sucq 
cefors, and that the faid Perfonus may take the 
Premifes or any Parcel thereof of the faid William 
Penn, &c. and the fame hold to themfelves their 
Heirs and Affigns, the Statute Quia emptorcs'T¢r= 
rarum i” any wife not withftanding. 

XVI. We give and grant Licenfe to any of thofe 
Perfons to whom the faid William Penn, &c. has 
granted any Eftate of Inheritance as aforefaid with 
the Confent of the faid William Penn to ered any 
Parcel of Lands within the faid Province into Man= 
nors to bold Courts Baron and View of Frank-pledge, 
&ce. by Themfelves or Stewards. 

XVII. Power to thofe Perfons to grant others 
the fame Tenures in Fee fimple or otherwife tobe held 
of the faid Mannors ve[pectively and upow all fur- 


ther Alienations the Land to be held of the Mau=— 


nor that it held of before the Alienation. 

XVIII. We do Covenant and grant to and with. 
the faid William Peon his Heirs and Affigns that 
ave will not fet or make any Cuftom or other Taxa 
tion upon the Inhabitants of the faid Province upor 
Lands Houfes Goods Chattels or Merchandizes ex- 
cept with the Confent of the Inhabitants aud Gover 
20181» ob. . 
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_ * KTX. Power to the Bifoop of London to fend 


over a Minifter, if defired by any Twenty Perfons 
- gnhabiting in that Province. 


XX. A Charge that no Officers nor Minifters of : 


_ Os our Heirs and Succeffors do prefime at any Time’ 
20 attenspt any Thing to the contrary of the Premifes 


or in any fort withfiand the fame but that they be . 
at all Times aiding to the faid William Penn and 


, ae ne Heirs and to the Inhabitants and Merchants 
their FaGors and Affigns in the full Ufe and Bene- 
i 2 fi of His our Charter. e 


as avrife about the true Senfe or Meaning of any 
Word Claufe or Sentence contained in this our Char- 
tee We Will Ordain and Command that at all Times 
andin all Things fuch Interpretation Le made there- 
of and. allowed in any of our Courts whatfoever as 
foal be adjudged moft advantageaus. and favourable 
wuto the faid William Penn his Heirs and Affigns 
f0.as it be not againft the Faith and. Allegiance due 
to.Us our Heirs and Succeffors. > 


In Witnefs whereof we have.caufed our Letters to be 
made Patents. Witnefs our felf at Weftminfter, &c. 


‘The King’s DECLARATION to the 
Inhabitants and Planters of the Province of 
Pennfilvania. ~ 


fe CHARLES, R: | 
Sy Wrw His Majefty in Coxfideration of the 
eG NM ereat Merit and faithful Services of Sir Wil- 


Him thereunto moving, hath been gracioufly pleafed by 
Letters Patents bearing Date the Fourth Day of 
Marchedeff paft, to Give and Grant unto William 

% Penn 


Poe 


Pra pk, 


I. And if any Doubts or Quoftious- fall heres 


liam Penn deceafed, and for divers other good Caufes — 


Pe ae a ee 
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Penn E/quire, Son and Heir of the faid Siw William, 


Penn, all that Trad of Land in America, called by 
the Name of Pennfilvania, as the fame is bounded on 
the Eaft by Delaware River, from Twelve Miles dif= 
tance Northwards of New-Caftle Town, unto the 
three and fortieth Degree of Northern Latitude, if 
‘the faid River doth extend fo far Northwards, and 
if the faid River hall not extend fo far Northward, 
then by the faid River fo far as it doth extend: And 
from the Head of the faid River the Eaftern Bounds 


to be determined by a Meridian Line to be drawn 


from the Head of the faid River unto the faid Three 
and fortieth Degree, the faid Province to extend 
Weftward Five Degrees in Longitude, to be computed 
from the faid Eaftern Bounds, aud to be bounded on 
the North by the Beginning of the Three and fortieth 
Degree of Northern Latitude, and on the South by 
a Circle drawn at Twelve Miles Diftance from New- 
Caftle Northwards, and Weftwards unto the Begin= 
ning of the fortieth Degree of Northern Latitude, and 
then by « firait Line Wefiwards to the Limit of Lon- 
gitude above-mentioned, together with all Powers, 
Prehemiuences, and “furifdicions neceffary for the 
Government of the faid Province, as by the faid Let~ 
ters Patents, Reference being thereunto had, doth 
more. at large appear. ~ 

His Majefty doth therefore hereby publifo and De= 
clare bis Royal Will and Pleafure, That all Perfons 
Setled or Inhabiting within the Limits of the faid 
Province, do yield all due Obedience to the faid Wil- 


liam Penn, His. Heirs and Affigns, as absolute Pro-. 
prietaries and Governors thereof, as alfo to the De= | 


| puty or Deputies, Agents or Lieutenants, Lawfully 
| Commiffionated by him or them, according to the Pow-= 


ers and Authorities Granted by the faid Letters Pa 


teyts 


aes 


Es] 


concern, as they tender his Majefty's Difpleafure. 


~~ Given at the Court at Whitehall the Second day of April, 
© “3681, In the Three and thirtieth Year of our Reign. 


By His Majefty’s Command, i: 
CONWAY. 


* Ill. The Reafon of the Grant. 


The Reafon and Ground of this Grant from the 


King to him and his Heirs, €#c. washis Petition to 
the ais in which he fet forth, His Father’s Ser~ 
vices, his own Sufferings and Loffes in relation to bis 
Father’s Effate; and lattly, bis long and coflly At- 
tendauce without Succefs ¢ in Right and Confidera- 
tion of which, the King was gracioufly pleafed to 
make the aforefaid Grant; to which Title, the faid 
W. Penn adds that of the Natives by Purchafe from 
them. a “ 
IV. Of the Country and its Produce. 


Tt lies 6oo Miles South of the Latitude of Eng 
ands, and as it is of the fame fide of the Line, fo 


it.is about the fame Degree with Montpelierin . 


France, or Naples in Italy: ‘The Air is generally 


clear and fweet ; the Summer is longer and hotter, ¥ 


and Winter fhorter and fometimes colder than in 
England: The Soil is faid to be as good as any in 


' thofe Parts. It commonly produceth Oak, Cedar, . 


tents: Wherewith bis Majefiy’expetis and requires << 
a ready Gomplyance from all Perfons whom it may — 


Mulberry, Chefuut, Walnut, Fir, Cyprus, Afb, Beech, 


Poplar, Saxafras; Medler, Plumbs, Grapes, Peaches, — 


Strawberries, Huckleberries, Cranberries, Hops,&c.  « 


Englifb Fruit takes kindly, and produceth fudden= 
fy and plentifully: ‘The Woods wade 512° 
: Store, 


fo] 


Store of Wild Fowl, as Turkeys, Pheafants, Heath - 


Cocks, Partridges, Pidgeons, &c. The Earth well 
Watered with Springs and Rivers, and the Rivers 


ftored with Fith, as Sturgeons, Sheep(beads, Catfilb,’ 


Eeles, and abundance more: With Fowl, as Swans, 
Grey and White Geefe, Duck, Mallard, &c. ‘The 
Corn of the Country ufed by the Indians, produ- 
ceth 400 fold, is good and hearty, both in Milk 
and made into Bread ; the Price 25.64. the Buthel: 
There is alfo good Englifb Corn, as Wheat, Barley, 


Rye, and Oats ; Wheat under 4s. the Buthel, Barley © _ 


and Rye under 35. the Bufhel, Oats about 2 s. the 
Bufhel : ‘There are alfo very good Pea/é, and Beans 
of feveral Sorts. ‘The Beef is good, but Pork is 


very fweet: The Beef at 3 d. the Pork at 2d. half- - 


penny the Pound ; Butter at 6 d. a Pound; Peaches 

to eat, or make Drink of, at 84. the Bufhel; a 

Cow and-Calf about the Spring of the Year, at 5/. 

‘a pair of Oxen at 10 /..a good breeding Sow at 305, 
a young good breeding Mare at 8/. But it is to be 

noted, that thefe foregoing Prices and Sums are to 
be paid with one half of the Value in Englith Goods, 
at the Rates they are bought at in Exgland; for 
example, 4/. Englifh pays for the breeding Mare 
that is rated at $/. the like with the reft. 

The Country alfo. abounds with feveral Sorts of 
wild Creatures, as El/kes, Deer, Beavers, Raccoons, 
Minks, Martins, Wild Cats, Otters, &c. fome of 
which are good Food, and cheap, as a fat Buck at 
25. Englifob Goods, others of them are confidera- 
ble for their Furs: The way of Traffick is to fend 
to the Southern Plantations, Corv, Beef, Pork, Fifh, 
Sider and Pipeflaves ; the Skins and Furs for Eng= 


Jand. ‘The Conyeniency that belongs to the Pro » 


vince in Point of Navigation is two-fold ; the one 
thin’ 


f thro’ Chefapeak Bay, and the other Delaware Bay, © 
‘by which Ships of great Burthen may come and 
‘l'rade to the faid Province. ok m. 
oN Vv. OF the prefent Inhabitants. 8. 

; That Part of the Country which is at all inka- e 
--_ {bited, 1s at the Head of-Chefapeak Bay, andonthe 
‘Wett fide of Delaware River, they are by Nation’ 

| Swedes, Dutch and Englifb, who are capable of gi- 

| ving Entertainment to New Comers till they can 

‘|. provide for themfelves. ae ae 

| NEL What the Country is believed capable of. 

+ Tt is thought by feveral knowing Perfons, that j 

have travelled thofe Parts of America, and have 4 
been well acquainted with Places in Ewrope of the 


fame Degree, that there may be Si#/k and i 


PEPYS we..7% 


not Oy/e; and for Flax, Hemp, Wood; Madder, Mite eG 


quorife, Pot-afecs, and Irov, there needs to be na 
Queftion. 


SS 


VII. Of the Government. | 


ift. The Governour and Freemen have the Pow- 
er of making Laws, fo that no Law can be made, 
nor Money raifed but by the People’s Confent. 
aly. ‘That the Rights of the People of England 
are in Force there. | kk 
3ly. That making no Law againft Aegiance, 
they may make all Laws requifite for the Profpe- 
- wity and Security of the faid Province. ai &B 


VIII. Of the Conditions. 
- The Province is caft at a penny an Acre ; But 
& he {ets apart feveral Parcels which he calls Shares 5 
ty thefe he fells; faving a Quit-rent, neceflary for to. 
fecure the Title and Tenure: That is, whereas 
§000 
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[i] 
sooo Acres (which makes a Share) comes (ata 
penny an Acre) to 20/. 16.5. $d. yearly; for 1oo/. 
down he fells off that yearly Rent, 181.65. 8d. 


and referves but 50s. which may be reduc’d as. 


the Purchafer pleafes, but fomething muft be re- 


| ferv’d for the Security of his Title. ‘To which 


Shares fo fold the Royalties proper to Manors in 
England, (as Hunting, Fowling, Fijbing, with alt 


common Mines, Minerals, anda Proportion of Ray= 
al Mines alfo, (if found within any ones Propriety) = 
is afer by the general Conditions and Concef= 


fions¥to the Parchafers and their Heirs-forever. 


And that fuch as are ndt able to purchafe, ‘yet . 


willing to go, and capable to pay their Paflage, 
and their Servants; may not be excluded. It is 


hereby Declared, that every fuch Perfon, for him- — ° 


felf, and Wife, and every Child, Male or Female, 


if fixteen Years of Age, fhall have Right to take 


up at 1 4. per Acre, Fifty Acres by the Head, to 
him and his Heirs forever, in lieu of Purchafing, 


which fhall be by the Surveyor of the Country fee - 


out fo foon as the faid Perfon comes to take it up: 


And. to encourage fuch Children and Servants to. 


ferve their Parents, Mafters or Miftreffes, the full 
Time for which they are engaged, diligently and. 
faithfully. Every fuch Child or Servant, fhall 
have Right to take up 50 Acres at but two Shil- 
lings Quit-Rent for ever, which makes him Free= 
holder of the Country. ~ 


IX. Perfons fitteft for Plantations. 


Thofe Perfons that Providence feems to have fit- 
ted for Plantations, are Induftrious Husbandmen, 
and Laborious Handicrafts: As Carpenters, Ship- 
wrights, Rope-makers, Smiths, Brick-makers, 

: Weavetrs,: 


SSeS 


Weavers, Taylors, Tanners, Coopers, Millwrights, 


pee Shoomakers, ‘Turners, Potters, fuch as 
refs Flax, Hemp and Wool ; with many others, 


«It feems alfo a fit Place for younger Brothers, 

and Men of fmall Eftates, who with the Induftry 
of a few Servants, may in two or three Years time 

plentifully accommodated; Alfo all ingenious — 


be 


Men, that are Lovers of:Planting, Gardening, and + 


the like quiet and ufeful Imployments. 
_ A Plantation feems a fit Place for thofe Ingeni-= 


ous Spirits, that being Low in the World, are 


much.clog’d and oppreffed about a Lively-Nood ; 
forethe Means of Subfifting being eafy there, they 
may have ‘Time and Opportunity to gratify their 
Inclinations ; and thereby improve Science, and 
help Nurferies of People. 3 ; 


- _ There are another Sort of Perfons, not only fit — 

for, butneceflary in Plantations; and thatis, Men. 

_ of Univerfal Spirits, thathave an Eye tothe Good 
of Pofterity 5 and that both underftand and delight’! 


to promote good Difcipline, and Juft Government 
among a plain and well-intending People : Such 
Perfons may find Room in Colonies, for their good 
Council. and Contrivance, who are fhut out from 
being of much Ufe or Service to great Nations, 
under fettled Cuftoms. 


But they that go muft wifely count the Coft, 
For they muft either work themfelves, or be able | 


to employ others. A Winter goés before a Sum= 


‘mer, and the firft Work will be Country Labour, 


to clear Ground, and raife Provifion; other things 
by Degrees. ¥ 


X. What is fit for the Yourney, €2 firft to be done phere. 


1ff. The Paffage for Men and Women is 5/. a 
Head; for Children under Ten Years, 50s. Suck- 


ins 
ing 


i 
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ing Children Nothing ; for Freight of Goods 40s. _ 
per Ton; but one Cheft to every Paflenger free. - 
| aly. ‘The Goods fit to take with them for Ufe or © 
Sale, are, all Utenfils for Husbandry and Build= _ 
ing, and Houfhold-ftuff; alfo all Sorts of Things” 
for Apparel, as Cloth, Stuffs, Linnen, €c. wherein 
all that defire, may be more particularly informed. . 
by Philip Ford, at the Hood aud Scarf in Bow-lané 


- 


in Londons | ‘ 
Laftly, Being by the Mercy of God fafely arri- 


| wed, be it in OGober,'Two Men may clear asmuch 


Ground for Corn, .as ufuall brings by the follow- 


ing Harvett above Twenty-Quarters; in the meat 


time they muft buy Corn, which they may have 
as aforefaid ; and if they buy them two Cows, 
and two Breeding Sows; with what the Indians 


- for a {mall Matter will bring in, of Fowl, Fish, 
and Venifon (which is incredibly cheap, as a fat 
Buck for 2s.) that, and their Induftry willfupply ~ 


them. Itis apprehended that 1.5/7. Stock for gach 
Man ( who is frit well in Cloaths, and provided 
with fit working Tools for himfelf) will (by the 
Bleffing of God) 

till his own Plantation will accommodate him. 
But all are moft ferioufly cautioned, how they‘pro- 


| ceed in the Difpofal of themfelves, “Tistrue, The 


Earth is the Lord’s and the Fulnefs thereof; and it 
f{eems to many to be the Time wherein thofe de= 


folate Weftern Parts of the World are to be plan- 


ted, and have their Day, as d/ia, Africa and Eu- 
sope have had (of which there are divers Prophe- 
fies extant) yet let all have a reverend Regardto 


| God’s Providence in their Removal, and be ferious 
in it, rather feeking the Comforts of Retirement,» 


and Sufficiency for Life, (like the bleffed Patriarchs 
of old) than Eafe, Fulnefs, and Wealth. ‘ 
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carry him thither, and keep him 
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And it is further advifed, that all fuch as'go 
would at leaft get the Permiflion, if not the good 
Liking of their near Relations ; for that is both 
Natural, and a Duty incumbent upon all: And by 
this Means will natural Affection be preferved, 
and a friendly and profitable Correfpondence 


. maintained between them. In all which, God A/- 


mighty (who is the Salvation of the Ends of the 
Earth) dire& us, that his Bleflings may attend our 
Honeft Endeavours; and then. the Confequence 
of all our Undertakings, will be to the Glory of 
His Great Name, and the true Happinefs of Us, 


@and our Pofterity. - Amen. 


WILLIAM PENN 


POS tse TR T 


QW Be are defirons to be comern’d tn this 
Province, they may be treated with, and 


further Satisfied, at Philip Ford’s in Bow-lane 


in Cheapfide, and at Thomas Rudyard’s or Ben- 


jamin Clark’s i George-yard iz Lombard- 


Street, London, where the Mapps of Penfilva~ 
nia are likewife to be fold: As alfo the Def- 
cription belonging tothe Maps ; and likewife 
the Articles, Settlement and Offices of the Freé- 
Society of Traders in Pennfiloania, agreed upon 
by divers Merchants and others, for the bet- 


ter Improvement and Government. of ‘Trade in 


that Province. 
oH Be EB N D. 
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